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manded Python, and Demetrius the captain of a troop of
horse, with the forces they then had, and a party of light
armed foot, to return immediately to the river, etc. In the
meanwhile he led his forces to the capital city of the Malii,
whither, he was informed, many of the inhabitants of other
cities -had fled for their better security/' Here we see that
Alexander made just two marches fro^n the Brahman city to
the capital, which agrees very well with the distance of 34 miles
between Atari and Multan. In searching for the chief city of the
Malli or Malii, we must remember that Mult&n has always been
the capital of the Lower Panjab, that it is four times the size
of any other place, and is undeniably the strongest fort in this
part of the country. All these properties belonged also to the
chief city of the Malli, It was the capital of the country; it had
the greatest number of defenders, 50,000 according to Arrian,
and was therefore the largest place; and lastly, it must have
been the strongest place, as Arrian relates that the inhabitants
of other cities had fled to it "for'better security/* For these
reasons I am quite satisfied that the capital city of the Malli
was the modern Multan; but the identification will be still
further confirmed as we proceed with Arrian's narrative.
On Alexander's approach the Indians came out of their
city, and "crossing the river Hydraotes, drew up their forces
upon the bank thereof, which was steep and difficult of ascent,
as though they would have obstructed his passage.' . . when
he arrived there, and saw the enemy's army posted on the
opposite bank, he made no delay, but instantly entered the
river with the troops of horse he had brought with him/' The
Indians at first retired; "but when they perceived that their
pursuers were only a party of horse, they faced about and
resolved to give him battle, being about 50,000 in number/'
From this account I infer that Alexander must have advanced
upon Multan from the east, his march, like that of Chach,
being determined by the natural features of the country. Now
the course of the old bed of the Ravi for 18 miles above Multan